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Interstate 15 provides a major north-south 
travel route through the planning area, while 
Interstate 90 lies just north of the planning 
area, providing an east-west travel route.   
  
The majority of the planning area lies within 
the Beaverhead Mountains section of the 
Middle Rocky Mountains province as 
described by Bailey (Nesser et al. 1997).  
Elevations range from 4,500 feet to 11,154 
feet, with several distinct mountain ranges 
spanning the planning area.   These include 
the Beaverhead Mountains, the Blacktails, 
the Centennials, the Tendoys, the Gravellys, 
the Pioneers, the Rubys, the Madison, the 
Tobacco Roots, and the Highlands.  
  
 
 

The area experiences a continental climate 
of cold, relatively dry winters and warm dry 
summers.  This type of cool dry climate 
gives rise to sagebrush-grass communities in 
the valleys and forests at higher elevations. 
The average annual precipitation varies from 
50 inches in the Pioneer Mountains to 8 
inches in some of the drier valley areas.  
Most of the planning area receives 8 to 16 
inches, with most precipitation coming in 
May and June.  Springs that are considered 
the uppermost headwaters of the entire 
Missouri River drainage are located on BLM 
lands administered by the DFO.  The 
renowned Beaverhead, Big Hole, and 
Madison Rivers drain the planning area. 
 

Table 1.  Surface Ownership/Administration of Lands 
 in Beaverhead and Madison Counties 

Ownership/Administration Beaverhead County Madison County 
 Acres Percent Acres Percent 
BLM Dillon Field Office *650,560 18.4 250,806 10.9
BLM Butte Field Office 12,380 0.3 0 --
U.S. Forest Service 1,442,682 40.7 806,358 35.0
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 39,229 1.1 167 --
U.S. National Park Service 675 -- 0 --
U.S. Agricultural Research Service 15,508 0.4 0 --
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 4,747 0.1 0 --
State of Montana--FWP 28,845 0.8 24,840 1.1
State of Montana--DNRC 1,819 0.1 0 --
State of Montana—State Lands 322,015 9.1 127,273 5.5
State of Montana--Other 0 -- 10 --
Private 1,007,200 28.4 1,085,205 47.1
Other 19,433 0.6 8,810 0.4
  GRAND TOTAL 3,545,093 100.0 2,303,469 100.0
* Does not include 12,380 acres in Beaverhead County administered by Butte Field Office. 

Table 2.  Federal Minerals within the Dillon Field Office included in RMP Decisions
Type of Jurisdiction Beaverhead County Madison County Total Acres 

BLM Surface and Federal 
Minerals 

644,069 249,739 893,808

Private and State Surface 
and Federal Minerals 

276,550 167,613 444,163

BOR Surface and Federal 
Minerals 

1,304 0 1,304

ARS Surface and Federal 
Minerals 

15,508 0 15,508

GRAND TOTAL 937,431 417,352 1,354,783


